Hampshire County Councillor Update 63 – Calleva Division  September/October 2026

Dear All

September has been another very busy month across Hampshire and Romsey Rural. The most significant county-wide development was the Government’s decision to withdraw its local government reorganisation proposals for Hampshire and the Solent. There have also been important updates on Hampshire’s finances, the condition of our roads, major motorway works and the new Combined County Authority.

Locally, we have continued to publish regular information about roadworks and planning applications, along with updates from our villages and community organisations. I have brought the main points together below, including the most useful information from the first few days of October.

Highways Information

Making the case for fairer highways funding

Hampshire has around 5,500 miles of roads to maintain—one of the largest local highway networks in the country—but we do not receive enough stable, long-term funding to keep that network in the condition we all want to see. The estimated maintenance backlog is now between £550 million and £600 million.

The County Council’s Cabinet has agreed to strengthen our case to Government for a fairer share of Vehicle Excise Duty to be invested back into local roads, together with greater freedom to target highways funding where it will make the biggest difference.

We are not waiting for Government action. Since April, highways teams have delivered 42 resurfacing schemes, with 101 planned during 2026/27, completed 122 preventative surface treatments and 154 planned patching schemes covering more than 32,000 square metres. Between April and July, teams also repaired 17,590 reactive defects, including potholes.

The long-term answer is to move increasingly from reacting to potholes to planned, preventative maintenance. Hampshire’s highway assets are valued at around £17 billion, and looking after them properly is basic asset management as well as being important to residents and businesses.
Original update: facebook.com/nickadamsking

M3 Junction 9 closures

National Highways has moved traffic onto the new roundabout at M3 Junction 9 and is beginning the next phase of work, including demolition of the old bridges and further improvements to the northbound exit slip road.

The key dates currently advised are:
• 9pm Friday 9 October to 6am Monday 12 October—closure of the M3 northbound exit slip road.
• Overnight on Friday 9 and Sunday 11 October—closure of the M3 northbound between junctions 10 and 8, from 9pm to 6am.
• 9pm Friday 23 October to 6am Monday 26 October—full M3 closure in both directions between junctions 8 and 9 for demolition of the northern bridge.
• 9pm Friday 6 November to 6am Monday 9 November—full M3 closure in both directions between junctions 8 and 9 for demolition of the southern bridge.

Please allow extra time, follow the signed diversion routes and check the latest information before travelling. National Highways advises drivers not to rely on satnavs during closures because they may direct vehicles onto unsuitable roads or back towards closed sections.
Latest information: National Highways road closure report
Live traffic information: trafficengland.com


Reporting Highway Problems

Links to report road issues are here:

Potholes: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/potholes

Tree/hedge problems: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/treehedge

Flooding/drainage issues: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/flooding

Pavement problems: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/paving

Broken or missing signs: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/brokensigns

Faulty street lights: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/streetlight

Faded or missing road markings: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/road-markings

Problems with rights of way: https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem

When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference number. If you would like me to follow this up, do please forward that message to me and I will chase it for you.


Local Government Reorganisation

Government withdraws its Hampshire decision

On 7 September, the Government withdrew its decision on local government reorganisation in Hampshire and the Solent and ordered a review. This was the best possible outcome at this stage and gives councils the opportunity to start again with proper time, evidence and financial analysis.

Hampshire County Council had launched Judicial Review proceedings because the Government had not provided satisfactory answers about the evidence behind the decision or the financial sustainability of the proposed new councils. The earlier proposals also risked splitting established communities, including the New Forest, and transferring major areas of growth and business-rate income between authorities.

We were particularly pleased for everyone involved with New Forest Together. Campaigners collected tens of thousands of signatures and presented their petition to Parliament on the day the decision was withdrawn.

This does not mean that nothing should change. It means that whatever comes next must be properly costed, financially sustainable and command much broader support.

Who pays for the abandoned process?

Councils across Hampshire were required to work to Government deadlines, incurring legal, consultancy and implementation costs and diverting many hours of senior officer time from service improvement and financial sustainability work.

we have asked the County Council to establish the full cost of the process to Hampshire and to call on Government to reimburse councils. Every pound unnecessarily spent on a process that has now been withdrawn is a pound that cannot be spent on services residents rely upon.

Hampshire and the Solent Combined County Authority

In its first weeks, the new Combined County Authority has been putting in place the foundations for regional collaboration across Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton.

The initial work has focused on:
• Developing a Local Growth Plan that builds on the region’s strengths and supports future investment.
• Preparing a Strategic Skills Plan ahead of taking on devolved adult-skills responsibilities.
• Establishing the boards, committees and partnerships needed for transparent, joined-up decision-making.
• Listening to residents, businesses and partners about local priorities and where regional action can add most value.

By working across boundaries, the Authority can give our region a stronger voice and improve access to jobs, skills, transport, housing and opportunity. Early discussions have included long-term youth unemployment and how to ensure that growth benefits residents, communities and businesses across the whole region.


Hampshire County Council’s Finances

During September, the Government confirmed more than £90 million of in-year Exceptional Financial Support for councils facing serious financial pressures, including £6 million for the Isle of Wight and £5 million for West Berkshire.

Hampshire has not had to make a similar request because the County Council acted early. Over the past year, we delivered £95 million in savings, with a further £40 million of efficiencies built into this year’s budget. That work enabled us to set a lawful, balanced £3.3 billion budget and manage this year’s pressures without seeking exceptional permission to borrow or use capital resources for day-to-day costs.

That does not mean everything is fine. This year’s budget relies on £108.5 million from reserves—almost twice the amount used last year—and those reserves can only be spent once. School transport costs, particularly for children with special educational needs and disabilities, have risen from £43 million to £83 million in four years, while demand for adult social care continues to increase.

In 2025/26 Hampshire received £91 per resident in general Government funding, compared with an English average of £205. The new funding formula reduces support by £10.9 million this year and by £42.9 million annually by 2028/29. I will continue pressing for a fair, long-term settlement that protects essential services without exhausting reserves or placing an ever-greater burden on local taxpayers.


General Updates from HCC

Back-to-school support

Hampshire’s back-to-school resources bring together advice on preparing for the first day, walking, wheeling, cycling and school transport, before- and after-school childcare, SEND support, vaccination, mental wellbeing, attendance and free school meals.

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free school lunch. Families receiving certain benefits may also qualify for income-based free school meals beyond those years. A successful application can unlock extra support for a child and additional funding for their school.
Family information and support: Connect to Support Hampshire

Hampshire’s young jazz musicians recognised

Hampshire Music Education Hub has been shortlisted at the Parliamentary Jazz Awards 2026 for its contribution to jazz education. Its inclusive programme supports more than 110 young musicians and introduces over 1,400 primary-school pupils to jazz each year.

This is wonderful recognition for the young performers, tutors, schools and partners who make Hampshire’s jazz programme so welcoming and successful. Congratulations to everyone involved.

No tricks, just three choices: apply for a secondary school place by Halloween
Parents and carers in Hampshire are being reminded not to let the secondary school application deadline give them a fright this Halloween
No tricks, just three choices: apply for a secondary school place by Halloween | Hampshire County Council

Plans progressed for more than 80 new special needs places across Hampshire
Plans have taken a step forward today for more than 80 new special needs places in Fair Oak, Basingstoke, Hart, Waterlooville, Eastleigh and Fareham
Plans progressed for more than 80 new special needs places across Hampshire | Hampshire County Council



Hampshire partnership powers growth, skills and opportunity across the county
Thousands of Hampshire residents and businesses are benefiting from programmes that are boosting skills, creating jobs and driving economic growth, according to the latest annual report on the work of the Hampshire Prosperity Partnership Board. By bringing together leaders from business, education and local government, the partnership is unlocking opportunities, attracting investment and building a more prosperous future for communities across the county
Hampshire partnership powers growth, skills and opportunity across the county | Hampshire County Council



Accessible scales to help disabled residents monitor their health
A new £30,000 grant scheme will help make routine weight checks easier, safer and more dignified for disabled people across Hampshire
Accessible scales to help disabled residents monitor their health | Hampshire County Council

Everyday actions helping Hampshire tackle a changing climate
From reducing energy use in schools to developing skills needed for jobs in renewable power, helping wildlife thrive, and making sure communities are prepared for the future, Hampshire County Council's latest climate change report highlights the practical steps being taken to cut emissions and ensure Hampshire is prepared for the effects of a changing climate
Everyday actions helping Hampshire tackle a changing climate | Hampshire County Council

Smoking rates fall as Hampshire builds a healthier future
Smoking rates have fallen across Hampshire, more than 40,000 NHS health checks have been completed, and residents have been supported to improve their health through physical activity, family support and recovery services, according to new public health data from Hampshire County Council
Smoking rates fall as Hampshire builds a healthier future | Hampshire County Council


New support pathway to help Hampshire residents with complex care needs get home sooner after hospital stays
Older people, disabled residents and others who need ongoing care after a hospital stay could return home sooner and receive more coordinated support under a new approach approved by Hampshire County Council
New support pathway to help Hampshire residents with complex care needs get home sooner after hospital stays | Hampshire County Council

Hampshire County Council calls for fairer share of Vehicle Excise Duty to plug highways funding gap
Hampshire County Council is stepping up its call for a fairer share of national transport funding, urging Government to provide long-term, sustainable investment in local roads and give greater flexibility over how funding is spent
Hampshire County Council calls for fairer share of Vehicle Excise Duty to plug highways funding gap | Hampshire County Council
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