STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 6th December 2021 at 7.30pm 

at Stratfield Saye Village Hall

ORDINARY MEETING 

Present:

Cllr Speed


Cllr Harborne


Cllr Hall



Cllr Toms


Cllr Toosey


Cllr Preston
Mrs L. Webb (Parish Clerk)


Cllr Vaughan 


Cllr Chris Tomblin
1 member of the public.


51.21.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Mahaffey. 

52.21.
Minutes of the Meeting 4th October 2021 

Cllr Preston noted that the minutes of the meeting of 4th October 2021 referred to a ‘court order’ in 48.21. It is in fact a decision made under the Commons Registration Act 1965. The  minutes will be amended accordingly. Cllr Toosey proposed acceptance of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Hall and signed by the Chairman Cllr Speed. 

53.21.
Matters Arising from the Minutes






44.18a  Lengthsman Scheme.
 Update provided by Cllr Toosey.  All noticeboards now repaired and no further action required. It was agreed we will put A3 laminated maps onto the noticeboards as well as the parish website at the top.   Budget can be held over until the new year. Cllr Vaughan does not expect the lengthsman scheme to be renewed in February. We should budget it for it in future. Cllr Speed said the Estate might be able to help in the future.       











CT

44.18b  Football Pitch future. Update provided by Cllr Speed. Cllr Toms has circulated lots of information from landscapers re planting a wildflower meadow. Is this definitely what we want to do with the recreation ground? If so, do we need to use contractors? Can we get funds for it? Cllr Toms has not  spoken to the Council yet, but believes there is money around if we position ourselves correctly. Cllr Hall said it can be extremely difficult to grow wildflowers. Its not something that is easy to do ourselves. Cllr Speed stated that wildflower turf is often more successful but it is very expensive and you have to kill all the grass so the seeds will take. Once established, it has to be mowed repeatedly and thereafter it needs clearing regularly. There will be ongoing budget requirements. Cllr Toms said none of the landscapers had suggested it would not succeed. Prices quoted range from £7,000 to £32,000.  The Estate has used someone before to plant wildflowers.  Cllr Harborne likes the idea of leaving the central part of the recreation ground free and open. Cllr Toms happy to find possible funding. Cllr Speed and Cllr Toms to meet with the contractors and discuss practicalities. The field might  still flood but a wildflower meadow will survive. Different seed mixes available. Cllr Toms to create a concept plan. We need to be careful that these funding schemes don't require us to contribute and to be mindful of future costs. It was confirmed we have to cut it once a year once established. 

LW has emailed Greenham Trust to see whether they will give us a grant. They want to know if “ local children [will] miss out if the field was no longer available or is already unused?”. We could apply to them if we position ourselves correctly. 

Worth a cheeky punt to BDBC? Cllr Tomblin said maybe not. They want to make capital investments. 

Cllr Hall suggested doing a sample patch first in front of Doublestones. This was agreed to be a good idea. 

7.21b  New Street Phone Box. LW has spoken to Allan Robinson. He will charge £40 to
provide a quote - which will be deducted from his final bill if we proceed. Agreed we should 

proceed with this. Cllr Harborne suggested using it as a seed exchange.                            LW
7.21c  Village Noticeboards. 
No further action required. 





54.19a  Pest Control. Mr Phil Buley has come from the Estate a couple of times.       
AS
8.21a   SSE Smart Meter still not installed as SSE failed to attend the second appointment. Perhaps a pre-paid card system would be a better option? LW to arrange for SSE to install the machine.   









       LW
7.21f  Repairs to electricity box cover at Recreation Ground. Estate has repaired. No further

action required. 

7.21d. Mornington and Wellesley Cups still not found. A request for their return was

included in the last LVL article. 

Cllr Hall has checked back through the minutes. In 1993 all four competitions were organised, and the the cups were presented at the harvest supper. Last awarded in 2002 - arranged by Linda Shergold on behalf of the PC.  Mrs Shergold might know where they are, but she no longer lives in the parish. Cllr Speed might be able to find her through the Estates records. In 2009 it was noted in the Minutes that the cups were with the Clerk, Mrs Penny Mayo. Mrs & Mrs Giugovaz won the 2 missing cups in 2001, perhaps they won in 2002 as well?  If we cannot find the missing cups by the next meeting -  we’ll just proceed with the 2 cups. Mrs Hall was asked to provide some further guidance for how the competition will be run at the next meeting. 

40.21.b Email received from the Greenham Trust as the trees should arrive this week.  It should be put in the recreation ground on the periphery. Cllr Preston was asked to organise a plaque for the tree. 

38.21 Borough Councillor Grant Scheme. Capital investment for good causes in the local

area. You can apply for up to £1000. Must be a new venture, not for repairs or improvements.

To be spent by February 2022. LW asked Cllr Tomblin if this scheme might consider

contributing towards the cost of the new wildflower meadow. He said they want to make

capital investments - so an application for seeds probably would not succeed. We could

perhaps ask for some replacement cups? If the cups have not been found by 15th January, LW

to apply. 









           LW
54.21.
 Borough Councillors’ reports

Report from Cllr Tomblin. The borough is requesting views on its budget. Please visit the BDBC website. It looks like taxes might go up, as front line services need more staff to be recruited. Ongoing local plan, not an issue for this parish, but new land assessment document assessing every potential site in the area. It has to be updated every year. Festival Place is now there - the area from Marks and Spencers up to TK Maxx in Basingstoke has been identified as potentially could accommodate 1500 flats. Several county car parks have also earmarked.  More integrated living, working and retail space. Strategy of town center also includes the County Council buildings Additional housing to be built around Bramley and surrounding areas. Lots of sites around the A33 being suggested. Draft local plan coming in March 2022. 

Solar Farm application still live but not got a date yet for moving forward. Lots of questions being asked of the applicants which is taking time to answer. Battery storage facility was turned down in Bramley due to landscape impact, but they might appeal. 

The warehouse application at J7 on M3 was also turned down. They are appealing against the decision. It is likely another application will be made in a slightly different location.  

55.21.
County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Vaughan reported that a committee is looking at speed limits in the county. Big push for 20mph speed limits. But useless unless they can be enforced. We need the police to be more involved. He also circulated a report via email earlier this week. 

56.21.
Parish Matters







Cllr Speed stated that the Duke of Wellington wants to fund a war memorial on New Street.

Suggestions as to its location are welcome. Mrs Hall suggested putting it in front of the

Village Hall.  Near the pub and on New Street were other suggested locations.                    AS
57.21. 
Correspondence

None received. 

58.21. 
Highways

81.18a
Cllr Toms gave an update on Speedwatch. Concerns that we do not have enough volunteers to run the scheme as many people have to work or get children into school. Cllr Toms, Cllr Speed, Cllr Preston and Cllr Hall can all be there and happy to do most of the sessions. You have to have 3 people present. Cllr Toms suggested starting at 7.30am for 90 minutes and then a second session for the evening rush hour. We can only operate during daylight hours. Dates to be confirmed that the next meeting.   

 
           MT
59.21.
Hampshire Constabulary Matters
Nothing to report. 

60.21.
Planning Matters

a. Planning Application Consultation - Certificate of Lawfulness for 21/03362/LDPO at  Herriots Farm House, Fair Oak Lane, Stratfield Saye RG7 2EE

No comments were made. 

b. Planning Application Consultation for 21/03158/GPDADW at  Parsons Farm Green Lane Stratfield Saye Reading Hampshire - change of use

Comments have been submitted to BDBC. 

Cllr Hall has applied for planning permission to knock down and develop 3 new houses in the village. The existing properties are vandalised and uninhabitable.  

61.21.


a. Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council (BDBC) Matters




b. Basingstoke & Deane Association of Parish & Town Councils (BDAPTC)

c. Hampshire County Council (HCC) Matters

d. Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) Matters

All reports circulated via email. 

62.21.
Finance

a. Payments Made. The Clerk read out the payments listed below made on behalf of the Council since the last meeting: -

Richard Gregory

Grass cutting




500.00

Berkshire Extinguisher
Fire Inspection Service


72.00

Castle Water


Pavilion




18.44

ICO



Membership




40.00

James Christmas

Chairman’s allowance
 donation

50.00

ICO



Membership




35.00

TOTAL




£715.44

Payments Received: -

ICO



Refund





  40.00

HCC



Cllr Vaughan grant


           1000.00






TOTAL




£1040.00

Payments to be Made:-





TOTAL




£0

b. The Chairman and Parish Clerk signed the Bank Reconciliations for October and November 2021. 

c. Setting of precept. The Parish Clerk issued the Councillors with a budget of expenditure for period April 2022 to March 2023. Cllr Speed proposed the precept for 2022/23 be as shown on the budget as £4130.00 seconded by Cllr Hall. Forms to be completed by LW and sent to BDBC.

63.21. 
Parish Councillors Comments

Should we organise a village litter pick? Sacks and litter pickers will be provided by BDBC. LW to ask Hiscox about liability in case someone gets injured. 

64.21.
Open Forum

No comments were made. 

65.21.
Dates of Next Meetings

Parish Council meetings will be held on the following dates: 

7th February 2022
7.30pm

Ordinary Meeting

16th May 2022
7pm


AGM (followed by)

16th May 2022
7.30pm

Ordinary Meeting

3rd October 2022
7.30pm

Ordinary Meeting

5th December 2022 
7.30pm

Ordinary Meeting (to include the setting 






of the precept for 2022/23) 

66.21. 
Closing

The meeting was closed by the Chairman Cllr Speed at 8.45pm.  

