STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021
Minutes of the AGM held on 15th May 2023 at 7pm at Stratfield Saye Village Hall
 (followed by an Ordinary Meeting)
Present:

Cllr A. Speed


Cllr N. Hall


Cllr A. Harborne

Cllr C. Toosey


Cllr M. Toms







Parish Clerk Mrs L Webb


Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Preston due to illness. 
Record of Councillor Attendance at all meetings in the past financial year 2022/2023:

Speed - 5 
Harborne - 5

Toosey - 5

Preston - 5

Hall - 3
Toms - 4


1.23
 Election of Chairperson

Chairman Cllr Speed stood down and the Parish Clerk took control of the meeting to elect a new Chairman.

Cllr Toosey proposed Cllr Speed for Chairman seconded by Cllr Hall. Motion carried unanimously by all Councillors.
Cllr Harborne proposed Cllr Preston for vice-chairman and Cllr Toosey seconded the motion.  

Motion carried unanimously by all Councillors.


Cllr Speed resumed control of the meeting. 








2.23
 Officers of the Parish Council


Cllr Speed’s proposal of Officers: -

a.  Vice-Chairman





Cllr G Preston

b.  Village Hall 





Cllr A Harborne




c.  Basingstoke & Deane Association of Parish Councils
Cllr G Preston



d.  Footpaths & rec ground 




Cllr C Toosey




e.  Hampshire Association of Town Councils 

Cllr G Preston


 

f.  Trees, Environment 




Cllr C Toosey


g.  Pond 






Cllr N Hall


h.  Media






Cllr A Speed






i. Transport






Cllr M Toms






j. Mornington Cup Garden Competitions 


Cllr N Hall
Motion carried unanimously by all Councillors.




3.23
 Adoption of minutes AGM 16th May 2022
Cllr Toosey  proposed acceptance of the minutes from the AGM on 16th May 2022. The motion carried by Cllr Hall and Cllr Speed signed them as accurate.

4.23
 Reports for 2022/2023  

a. Chairman’s  Report - Cllr Speed

Cllr Speed gave a brief report: -

It has been a busy year and one cannot say that every year but with three major national events a lot has been going on. 
The Platinum Jubilee gave us the chance to gather together on the Recreation ground for a lovely community event. The weather just held its nerve so that we could enjoy singing, cake, pony rides, bouncy castle and a World War II vehicle and also a lovely vintage car. My thanks to the clerk who helped organise everything including the dreaded Costco trip. 

Later in the year we sadly lost our beloved Queen. We opened a book of remembrance allowing villagers to pay their respects. I travelled up to London and queued overnight to pay my respects. 

Then most recently we had the Coronation with another special event this time in the Iron Duke. The sun shine and we all enjoyed a BBQ, drinks and salad. His Grace kindly contributed £1000 and also bought mugs for all the village children. My thanks to the Clerk, Matthew at the pub, Steve the butcher in Sherfield on Loddon and Charlotte Toosey all who helped make the day so special. 

The village gardening competition returned in 2022. My thanks to Nick and Jane Hall whose determination got this event up and running. A lot of effort was put in to get this off the ground. The Greenfield Trophy was won by Mike Toms – Mayfield House with Annie Wainwright coming second. The Purdue trophy was won by Julie Carter – Oak Cottage with Sarah Siese in second. 

Thanks to the estate we have managed to repair the phone box. It now is a wonderful book exchange point. 

We are progressing plans for a War Memorial Garden. Again the Duke has said that he will make a large financial contribution to this. We have had some preliminary designs done for an area on the Recreation Ground. We are waiting for the Duke’s comments before proceeding further with the plans. 

Speedwatch – We continue to monitor the situation. It is not resolved but there has been a marked decrease in traffic since COVID. 

This will be my last AGM as I am moving to Wiltshire. My thanks to everyone on the council for your support and time. My special thanks to the Clerk who has kept us all on track with her efficiency. She has done it with a smile and commitment and is a joy to work with.

b. Village Hall (classes)
Cllr Harborne gave a brief report: -
George Peck from the Estate and Lesley Caton from New Street, as secretary, are joining the village hall committee. 
Finances are a lot more optimistic post pandemic. Art classes are returning with Jane Perkins on Thursdays, 2 hours in the morning and 2 hours in the afternoon. The Bridge Club has purchased an electronic scoring machine. Pilates classes continue with Hazell Boxall. 
A useful income stream has been from a car sales company taking photos in the car park. 

The Village Coffee Mornings on the first Monday of the month at 11am are increasingly well attended. All are welcome. 

Unfortunately, there has been a significant increase in the cost of oil for heating. Plus, increased electricity costs due to the new sewage pump system in the car park installed by the Estate. 

Linda and Ady continue to do an excellent job looking after the bookings and the hall. 

c. Borough & County Councillors  

No reports were given. 
d. Police   




 

No reports were given. 

5.23
 Correspondence

Response to email correspondence received from Penny Mayo dated 10th April and 11th April. 

a. Alteration of the minutes dated December 2022. The December 2022 minutes were produced as quickly as possible after the meeting. It was pointed out that LW had made an error in 81.18a - the amount that the PC voted to spend on speeding measures was £2200. LW corrected the mistake and an amended version of the minutes was posted on the website. Draft minutes on the website do not become valid until they are accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chair at the next meeting. Our website specifically says that “All minutes are in draft format until approved at the next council meeting”. However, in future if changes are made to the minutes before acceptance and signing, the changes will be recorded in the next meeting’s minutes and the original minutes will be amended. The copy of the minutes signed by the Chair will record any changes made in longhand and will be signed and dated as usual. 
b. Reinstatement of the December 2022 agenda to the website. The December 2022 Agenda was posted on the PC website in advance of the meeting. However, it does seem to have been accidentally replaced with a copy of the minutes – a simple posting error which will be resolved. 
c. Incorrect statement that there were Parish Council elections in May 2023. This has been dealt with in previous correspondence to Mrs Mayo. It has already been confirmed that despite receiving a practice note from HALC stating otherwise, Stratfield Saye is not a parish that had elections this year, despite most other parishes in Hampshire being up for election.  Our next election will be in May 2024 and apologised for any confusion caused. 
d. Re-instatement of “Open Forum” in ordinary meeting agendas. LW reviewed all of the agendas from the last few years and ‘Open Forum’ last appeared in the Agenda for the meeting on 5th February 2018, which was prepared by Mrs Mayo. However, the item was removed by Mrs Mayo in the agendas prepared by her on 16th May 2018 and 16th July 2018. These agendas used as a precedent for moving forward, which is why it disappeared. However, it is worth noting that Cllr Speed does always open up the forum in each meeting where members of the public are present and a vote to reinstate ‘Open Forum’ on the agenda will be taken at the next ordinary council meeting. 
Meetings of SS Parish Council are not public meetings but members of the public have a statutory right to attend meetings of the council as observers. They have no legal right to speak unless the Chairman authorises them to do so. Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960. 

However, as part of our community engagement, we always allow time for members of the public to speak at the end of our meetings.

Members of the public should not be involved in the decision-making of the Council. The Council should not make any instant decisions at the behest of members of the public on items that are not included in the agenda. If matters raised are not on the agenda for the meeting these can be used to form part of the agenda for a future meeting at the discretion of the Council. 

Neither Councillors nor the Clerk should be put under pressure to respond immediately to comments made under public participation. Members of the public do not have a right to force items onto the council agenda nor to insist on how matters are recorded in the minutes.
A question raised by a member of the public during a public speaking session shall not require a response and there should be no debate or discussion between the Council and the public.

A brief record of topics raised at public participation will be included in the minutes of that meeting. All statements, questions and responses, challenges to statements, complaints or criticisms must be made politely. In the event that a member of the public is being disruptive or disrespectful, the chair may issue that person with a warning. Failure to comply with such a warning may lead to the member of the public being asked to leave. In the event that the person refuses to leave, the chair may close the meeting. 

e. The Parish Council has stopped posting agendas, minutes or general information on the Parish notice boards. All agendas are published on the website and on the noticeboards. Minutes are published on the website. Parish councils are obliged to publish on a freely available website draft minutes from all formal meetings not later than one month after the meeting has taken place. (Source: The Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities).  
f. Minutes should be shortened and only record acts and decisions. Confirmation that hard copy is still maintained in a book. Members of the public do not have a right to force items onto the council agenda nor to insist on how matters are recorded in the minutes. It is confirmed that copies of the signed minutes are kept in a book as this is still a legal requirement. 
g. All reports from BDBC, BDAPTC, HCC & HALC to be attached to the minutes as addendums. Emails received from HALC, BDBC HCC etc are often contain links to updates on their websites and are not actually reports. We will report that there are ‘no items to discuss’ in this situation. If any reports from these bodies are actually received they will of course be circulated.  
6.33
Open Forum

Mrs Mayo repeated her allegation that PC minutes are being altered and that any alterations must be made and acknowledged at the next meeting and then initialled. LW confirmed this procedure has been agreed to. 
7.23
 Closing

The AGM closed by Cllr Speed at 7.20pm. 
