STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 15th May 2023 at 7.30pm 

at Stratfield Saye Village Hall

ORDINARY MEETING 

Present:

Cllr Speed


Cllr Harborne


Cllr Hall



Cllr Toms


Cllr Toosey
Cllr Tomblin (BDBC)



Cllr Vaughan  (HCC)

Mrs L. Webb (Parish Clerk)





9  members of the public





17.23.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Preston due to illness and Cllr Durrant (BDBC) due to holiday. 
18.23.
Declaration of Interest

New ‘declaration of Interest’ forms received from BDBC. To be completed by all councillors and returned to LW as soon as possible. 
BDO are the newly appointed external auditors for local parish councils. They require a ‘conflict of interest’ check to be carried out annually and minuted at a parish council meeting. No conflict of interest with BDO LLP was reported by any councillor. 

19.23.  Minutes of the Meeting 6th February 2023
Cllr Toms proposed acceptance of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Hall and signed by the Chairman Cllr Speed. 








LW
20.23  Co-Option of Two Parish Councillors

There are currently 2 vacancies on Stratfield Saye Parish Council. The vacancies were advertised on 20th April and BDBC has not received any requests for an election. Mr George Peck and Mrs Annie Wainwright have put forward their names to be op-opted onto Stratfield Saye Parish Council.

Cllr Speed  proposed the co-option of Mr Peck, seconded by Cllr Toosey and agreed by all present. Mr Peck to confirm he is on the electoral register.
Cllr Speed proposed the co-option of Mrs Wainwright, seconded by Cllr Toosey and agreed by all present. 

The Clerk will arrange for both Cllr Peck and Cllr Wainwright to complete all the necessary paperwork. 









LW

21.23.
Matters Arising from the Minutes






44.18a  Lengthsman Scheme.
 We have £2263 to spend and we are about to start the next rtoround of strimming and cleaning. We cannot use the lengsthman to help implement the HCC traffic calming scheme. The Recreation Ground, New Street and the verges around West End Green need strimming. 







CT
44.18b  Football Pitch future.
Duke has suggested creating a war memorial in the Recreation Ground. The Duke is happy to fund it and he is considering the plans. We have s106 monies of £1530 waiting to be spent on the recreation ground. If we are going to use the water supply from the pavilion for new plants, we need to have a budget in place. Needs planning permission to put up the memorial and rip out the hedge. 
The plans are liked by neighbours on New Street. Consider a path around?



AS/MT
52.22
Platinum Jubilee Tree. Is now flourishing in the Recreation Ground. No need to replace it. The plaque – Ollie has it. George Peck to check. 





7.21b  New Street Phone Box. A grant of £331.68 was received from the BDBC Councillor Community Grant Fund and the shelving has now been put in.  Many books have already been donated. No further action required. Marc Sillence to paint? Research into lead paint. 










LW

8.21a   Electricity supply. LW has turned off at circuit breaker (to ensure zero electricity usage). There will be a small amount of usage on the next bill and thereafter it should be zero usage. LW will call them to write off the quarterly charge every time they send a zero usage bill.  










LW
59.22.b  6th May 2023 coronation of King Charles. We hosted a village party on the 7th at the Iron Duke Pub.  Well attended by the residents of Stratfield Saye and lots of praise received. Their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Wellington donated £1000 towards the event and a grant of £430 was received from BDBC. The money was put towards the cost of a BBQ, sandwiches, cakes and a small bar. Final bill from Iron Duke pub for drinks, salads and condiments received today for £1506.87. 
22.23.
 Borough Councillors’ reports

Report from Cllr Tomblin. 

Results of election – Cllr Tomblin re-elected. 
Mayor making – new Mayor is Cllr David Leeks of Tadley. Deputy mayor is Cllr Dan Putty. 

Full council meeting this Thursday – formation of all committees and cabinets etc. 

23.23.
County Councillor’s Report

Report from Cllr Vaughan. 

LW agreed to circulate his monthly reports. 

Opened the Silchester Big Lunch. It was a fantastic event.  
Roads are appalling. £700million has been stripped off money to go towards roads. HCC left patching them up. Perfect storm of rain freeze rain freeze and  the roads cant be repaired when its raining. Summer will make things better. 40,000 temporary repairs done over the last few months but heavy rain will wash them away. 

It’s very important to report the holes to HCC. Website is very easy. 

Bigger faster roads have to be done first but local roads will be done. Apologised on behalf of HCC. 

Influx of ticks expected this summer. 

24.23.
Parish Matters







a. The BDBC Councillor grant scheme reopened on 6 May. There is £6000 in the fund should we consider applying for anything?
£1000 on capital expenditure and spent in that year. Speed Indicator  device – part funding OK.
LW to investigate. 


LW
b. Damage has once again been caused to the Pavillion Door. Someone has kicked off the handle. Mr M. Webb has very kindly replaced the door handle and fitted an additional lock to the outside of the door to deter further attempts to break in. Locks cost £47.99. 
25.23. 
Correspondence

Nothing to report. 


26.23. 
Highways

a.  Traffic calming measures with HCC. Summary circulated from meeting with HCC. We asked him to focus on New Street, Fairoak, Green Lane, and Mortimer Lane. They have drawn up a plan. 1 Speed Indicator Device, sites need approval. Must meet regulations. Plan produced showing where approved locations are, roundels and dragons teeth. £4500 plus £2300 for the SID. Comprehensive approach to speeding in the village. We can pick and choose from the plan which items we want. 
We are responsible for the repair and place of speeding measures – but this is true of existing markings. 

£6800 total cost of HCC plan + SID

£14,148 available in our account. 

Second hand SID not available from the council but they may or may not loan us one. And we still need the posts for it. Repairs and replacements needed. 
George Peck to ask the Duke for a contribution. 

£2400 already received from HCC £3400 needed from us if we can get a £1000 grant from BDBC. 

SID is for awareness – no police involvement. Shows the individual speed or can flash speed limit. 

Cllr Toms will move the SID it every 2-3 weeks plus submit an annual plan of where he is going to site it to HCC. 
LW to check the insurance for Cllr Toms to move the SID. 
          

           LW
RESOLUTION to spend £3400 on traffic calming measures proposed by Cllr Toms – all in favour. 
b. Correspondence to HCC pot holes. Cllr Toms wrote to HCC to say too many potholes to report. Asked them to come out and look at Stratfield Saye. Cllr Toms to chase and possibly ask Cllr Vaughan to help. 







           MT
81.18a
Cllr Toms gave an update. £400 kindly received from Cllr Vaughan from his fund to put towards speeding controls in the village.
Scheme has been abandoned and now closed. 
27.23.
Hampshire Constabulary Matters
Nothing to report. 

28.23.
Planning Matters

a.  Heywoods Farm Cottage Mill Lane Stratfield Saye Reading Hampshire. Proposal: Variation of condition 1 and 3 of 21/03811/HSE to amend the plan numbers and materials (part retrospective). 
No comments were made. 

b. Planning Application Consultation for 23/00468/Ful West End House Mortimer Lane West End Green Stratfield Saye Hampshire. Erection of 1 no. detached 5 bedroom dwellinghouse, a detached double garage, access and landscaping.
Comments have been submitted to BDBC – a copy of our comments can be found on their website. 

c. Planning Application Consultation for 23/00458/FUL Barn Adjacent To Parsons Farm Green Lane Stratfield Saye Hampshire. Proposal: Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of 1 no. 5 bed dwelling and garage (alternative proposal to the barn conversion approved under 21/03158/GPDADW). 

No comments were made to BDBC.  
	


29.23.


a. Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council (BDBC) Matters
New ‘declaration of Interest’ forms received from BDBC. To be completed by all councillors as soon as possible. 

b. Basingstoke & Deane Association of Parish & Town Councils (BDAPTC)

c. Hampshire County Council (HCC) Matters

d. Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) Matters

No items to discuss. 
30.23.
Finance

a. Payments Made. The Clerk read out the payments listed below made on behalf of the Council since the last meeting: -

Kane Wootten


Pest Control 



 
90.00

SSE



Electricity




34.96

DJ Forbes


Phone box shelving



331.68

James Christmas

Donation – chairman



50.00

HALC



Membership




188.88


Vision ICT


Emails & website



161.26

Louise Webb


Coronation – decorations


222.87

Louise Webb


Coronation – Food Costco


259.31

Louise Webb


Pavillion – door locks x 2


47.99

Charlotte Toosey

Coronation – Food butcher


119.32

Charlotte Toosey

Coronation – gifts



232.99
TOTAL



         
£1739.26
Payments Received: -

The Duke of Wellington
Donation- Coronation



1000

BDBC



Grant – Coronation



430


BDBC



Precept (half)




2315.20


BDBC



Grant – phonebox 



331.68


HCC



Speeding




400






TOTAL



          
£4476.88
Payments to be Made:-









Insurance 

Gallagher Hiscox 



977.51
Iron Duke

Coronation Party – drinks


1506.87





TOTAL




£2484.38
b. The Chairman and Parish Clerk signed the Bank Reconciliations for January, February, March and April 2023. 

c. The Parish Clerk informed the Council that the insurance for SSPC is due for renewal on 1st June 2023 at a cost of £977.51.






LW
d. External Audit Forms 2022/23 and Exemption Form. The Parish Clerk has completed the following paperwork required for the annual audit. These documents will be submitted to our new internal auditor Paul Reynolds: -

· Cash book between 1 April 2022 and 31 March 2023. 

· Risk Assessment dated for 2023
· The insurance renewal

· The Minutes 

The Parish Clerk read out all of the statements set out in Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/2023. The Councillors confirmed to the best of their knowledge and belief that those statements were correct and the Parish Council duly completed the checklist. 

e. Cllr Speed will sign the audit forms listed below as accurate and they will be sent to the new external auditor BDO LLP:


1. Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2022/2023

2. Section 2 – Accounting Statements 20212/2023

3. Confirmation of Certificate of Exemption


4. Analysis of Variances


5. Bank Reconciliations

6. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15(2) Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. The dates used in the Exercise of Public Rights Notice will be as follows: -

Announcement Date 1st June 2023.

Commencement Start Date 5th June 2023
End date 14th July 2023

7. Contact details

Cllr Speed confirmed that they would all be posted on the Parish Council website as required by law.

f. Ratification of schedules for internal audit – 


1. Statement of Internal Control for 2023/2024

2. Risk Assessment for 2023/2024



3. Standing Orders for 2023/2024

4. Financial Regulations for 2023/2024

5. All items of expenditure above £100 for 2022/2023

6. End of Year Accounts for 2022/2023
The Chairperson Cllr Speed signed all of the schedules, which will be in effect for the financial year 2023/2024 where stated.
31.23. 
Parish Councillors Comments 
Resolution to formally reinstate ‘Open Forum’ on the agendas for ordinary meetings proposed by Cllr Harborne seconded by Cllr Toosey and agreed by all. 
32.23.
Open Forum

A parishioner asked for confirmation again of why minutes are not required to be put on noticeboards. Reference given - The Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.  This has been previously discussed by the PC and a decision made. No further action to be taken. 
A footpath around the Recreation Ground would be wonderful as there previously was one.
We now have 8 councillors but only allowed 7 in the constitution. LW to investigate.       LW
PC accused of having a closed planning meeting by email. A discussion followed about how planning applications have historically been dealt with when the deadline to reply to BDBC expires before the next PC meeting.   LW to investigate.       


           LW
33.23.
Dates of Next Meetings

Parish Council meetings will be held on the following dates: 

2nd October 2023
7.30pm 

Ordinary Meeting 

4th December 
2023
7.30pm

Ordinary Meeting (to include the setting 






of the precept for 2023/24)

34.23. 
Closing

The meeting was closed by the Chairman Cllr Speed at 8.36pm.   

