STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF
STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
Monday 4th December 2023 at 7.30pm
in the Stratfield Saye Village Hall


COUNCIL MEMBERS
	
	In attendance
	Apologies
	Absent

	Cllr Hall
	
	
	

	Cllr Harborne
	
	
	

	Cllr Preston
	
	
	

	Cllr Speed
	
	
	

	Cllr Toms
	
	
	

	Cllr Toosey
	
	
	

	Cllr Wainwright
	
	
	



ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Louise Webb (Clerk), Borough Councillor Robinson, Borough Councillor Tomblin and 5 members of the public. 

	60.23
	To receive and accept apologies for absence.
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Wainwright and noted from County Councillor Vaughan.


	61.23
	To receive any declarations of interest relevant to items on the agenda.
61.23.1   RECEIVED from Cllr Toosey as her property is affected by the application to modify the Definitive Map of footpaths and byways in the village.   

61.23.2   RECEIVED from Cllr Preston as he is a member of the Parochial Church Council which helps look after St Mary’s Church.

61.23.3 RECEIVED from Cllr Hall in relation to the planning application for Lavells Farmhouse West End Green. 


	62.23
	To sign as a correct record of the minutes of the Stratfield Saye Parish Council meeting held on 2nd October 2023 .
APPROVED the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October  2023 as a true record of the meeting. 
It was NOTED that a payment of £36 was made to Vision ICT on 3rd April but was omitted from the May minutes. The May minutes will be amended by hand and signed by the Chairman.

	63.23
	Public participation. 
· The Parish Council was asked to include dates for payments and receipts in future minutes.
· Why was Cllr Toms sent to a BDBC planning committee meeting with incorrect information? Questions to be submitted in writing. 



	
	To receive reports from Borough Councillors. 

	64.23
	Borough Councillor Tomblin reported that
· Amended budget out for consultation, which ends 3rd January 2024. Found £750,000 that is needed for street services, £180,000 to improve play areas, and £165,000 to deliver more social housing. More free events in Arts & Culture. Supporting residents who need it - social inclusion partnership tacking homelessness 
· More community transport. May include the dial-a ride scheme. BDBC cannot provide bus services directly - have to work with third parties. Will provide a further update after next week. 
· Climate and ecological emergencies. Extra funding needed to maintain natural areas. More solar panels on borough owned buildings. 10p per week council tax increase. 
· Manydown - Cabinet agreed to terms and conditions to finish the purchase of the lease. 

Borough Councillor Robinson reported that
· Traffic on A33. Planning application for Sherfield Hill Farm for 350 houses. Expecting another planning application for another 900 houses by the incinerator. Almost certainly both applications will be approved. The A33 will not be able to cope with this extra traffic. The Sherfield Hill Farm will have no new infrastructure. The other site may have a new school. 
· Bramley Doctors moving part of their services to Chineham. Should open capacity in Bramley and Chineham surgeries. 
· Traffic - vast increase in local traffic as the Bramley Road is closed until 17th Dec. Bramley Road shut again for the whole of January. Nothing can be done. 
· No more police presence planned. 
· Leaf clearing has started. 
· Community Grants  - 20 community groups have been successful. Scheme now closed but phone Grants at BDBC to see if any money left. 
· Old Persons Awareness morning on Thursday 18th Jan at Popley Fields Centre. 
· Free home energy surveys available. 
· Mayors Carol Service on 9th Dec at St Michaels. Please book. Citizens Advice and shop mobility will benefit from funds raised.  
· Low Cost Homeownership event on 31 st Jan - details on BDBC website. 


	
	To receive reports from County Councillors. 

	65.23
	Cllr Vaughan’s reports dated  November 2023  and December 2023 can  both be found as Appendix A and the further update entitled ‘Support available from Hampshire County Council’ can be found as Appendix B. 


	
	Clerk’s Report

	66.23
	To note that membership to the ICO has been renewed. 
It was NOTED that our membership to the ICO has been renewed at a cost of £35.


	67.23
	To note the update to Community Transport (formerly known as Dial-a-Ride and Call & Go).
It was NOTED that Community Transport formerly known as Dial-a-Ride and Call & Go, is a bookable door-to-door accessible transport service for individuals who:
· find it difficult to use or access public bus services or
· live more than 400 meters from an available bus service/stop or
· have no access to a car and there is no bus service when they need to travel
Please contact connecttransport@hants.gov.uk or phone 01962 846785.  www.hants.gov.uk/transport/alternativetransport/communitytransport

The future of Dial-a-Ride is currently being considered by BDBC and a further update will come after next week. 


	68.23
	To note that the damaged sign at the 5-ways junction on Fair Oak Lane has been reported to HCC.
It was NOTED that  the damage has been reported to HCC. 


	
	Parish Matters

	69.23
	To discuss the email from the Planning Department of BDBC dated 17th November 2023 (appendix C) regarding an application to modify the Definitive Map of footpaths and byways in the village and the draft reply from Mr Grantham dated 27th November. 
Cllr Toosey left the room. 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council objects to this application as: -
· Section 31(6) Highways Act 1980 protection exists. 
· Limited modern use but have heard of some historic use of the Whigmore Farm path. 
· Hedges, ditches, woodland and fences now in the way. 
· False premise/accuracy of the claim. Footpaths transposed from one map to another. Village name wrong.
Wellington Estate not consulted. HCC do not understand why BDBC have opened this consultation. It will have no bearing on whether the application succeeds. 
AGREED Response to be filed with BDBC Planning Department on 5th December 2023.
Cllr Toosey returned to the room. 


	70.23
	To discuss the closure of the Iron Duke public house and maintenance of the defibrillator. 
The Iron Duke sadly closed its doors in October 2023.  Thanks were expressed to Matt Corden and Natalia Szczepanska for the past 13 years of service. 
Mr Corden is a custodian of the defibrillator. 
It was AGREED that PC should offer to take over this responsibility. Clerk to contact Mr Corden about annual service arrangements and costs. Clerk to investigate cost of buying a new defibrillator for West End Green. May 2024 - ask BDBC councillors for a grant. 


	71.23
	To discuss the new War Memorial and garden on the recreation ground.
It was NOTED the Duke likes the design of the War Memorial but wants it on the corner by the pub. 
AGREED Cllr Toms to contact Richard Parsons to ask him to design a walkway around the Village Green. Perhaps a memorial garden - low maintenance/cost. 


	72.23
	To discuss the electricity supply to the Pavilion. SSE energy contract renewal. 
It was resolved at the last meeting to enter into a new contract with SSE. However, new information is available as SSE continue to write off all standing charges as our usage is zero. 
RESOLVED to keep the status quo. Only enter into a new contract if needed. Passed on a unanimous vote.


	73.23
	To consider the repair to the pavilion door lock. 
NOTED a sign saying ‘nothing of value inside’ has been displayed.  
NOTED Lengthsman asked to fit a new lock at a cost of £12.96. Knob and lock rather than a handle.   


	74.23
	To discuss and agree tasks for the Lengthsman.
Cllr Toosey confirmed that Pamber PC can settle the lengthsman invoice for £828. 
We have spent £828 from our budget, leaving £1435 to spend. 
AGREED to ask the lengthsman to carry out the following tasks: -
· Fooliage clearing at 5 crossroads - opposite Clive Manser. 
· Strimming around the recreation ground. 
· Strimming around the phonebox New Street. 


	75.23
	To discuss hosting a pop-up cafe at the pavilion. 
NOTED advert in the LVL did not generate any interest. No further action to be taken.  


	76.23
	To consider potential events for the 80th anniversary of D-Day on 6th June 2024 and to discuss letter from the Pageant Master to light a beacon. 
Estate will light a beacon at the Farmshop. Volunteers to privately drive others up to the Farmshop. Offer from Sherfield on Loddon PC of a Spitfire flypast at a cost of £500. 
AGREED not to participate in the Spitfire hire.                   
[bookmark: _GoBack]AGREED Tea party at the Village Hall on Saturday 8th June.  Bunting, cakes and tea. LJW to organise but others to help serve. 


	77.23
	To discuss the condition of the book library in the phone box on New Street. 
NOTED a sign asking people not to drop off books if the shelves are full is now up.  Books are now tidy. 
AGREED Estate to look at updating the paintwork (its possibly lead paint). 


	78.23
	To discuss and agree new governing documentation for the Parish Council. 
RESOLVED to adopt a Scheme of Delegation. Passed on a unanimous vote.
RESOLVED to adopt the Co-Option Policy. Passed on a unanimous vote.
RESOLVED to adopt the Code of Conduct. Passed on a unanimous vote.


	79.23
	To consider whether to give a contribution towards the Church in Stratfield Saye towards the cost of interior repairs to plasterwork. Resolution for expenditure. 
Hampshire ALC Key Topic Note – Providing Financial Assistance to a Church is at Appendix D.
Parochial Church Council has asked for contribution to cost of repairs to St Mary’s Church. Likely to cost is £30,000 but work can be done in stages. Church is used by the community for baptisms, weddings, visitors, services and funerals. Heritage needs to be protected as there are memorials from 1640’s,  One of our last community buildings. 
Cllr Preston left the room.  
RESOLVED to contribute £1000 towards the cost of internal repair work needed in St Mary’s Church
Proposed by Councillor Hall
Seconded by Councillor Toms
Passed on a unanimous vote.
Cllr Preston returned to the room. 


	
	Highways

	80.23
	To consider speed calming measures with HCC. 
NOTED No date set yet by Highways for the work. 3 agreed sites in Fair Oak Lane, Green Lane and Mortimer Lane where poles are already present and usable. We can start using the SID on these sites immediately.   


	81.23
	To consider correspondence dated 26th April sent to HCC re pot holes.
People need to report new pot holes.
AGREED no further action needed. 


	
	Planning

	82.23
82.23.1
	To consider the following planning applications: -
23/02953/HSE
Lavells Farmhouse West End Green Stratfield Saye Hampshire RG7 2DT
Proposal: Erection of detached double car port
AGREED to be dealt with under the Scheme of Delegation as the application was only received this afternoon. Deadline to reply is 25th December 2023. 


	82.23.2
	Building on Wigmore Farm - new 3 car port with a zinc roof.  It is the zinc galvanised roof that is out of place. Could it be painted? George Peck will investigate.
AGREED to defer to the next meeting. 


	
	Finance

	83.23
	To confirm payments made and received since last meeting.
The payments as listed in the table in Appendix E were APPROVED as paid. 


	84.23
	To authorise any requests for payment due before the next meeting.
The payments as listed in the table in Appendix F were APPROVED for payment.


	85.23
	To note the current financial situation and sign the Bank Reconciliations.
The current financial situation was NOTED at Appendix G and the reconciliation of the bank balance was AGREED. The Bank Reconciliations can be found as Appendix H.
 

	86.23
	To consider and agree the precept budget for 2024/2025. 
Estimated expenditure for PC from April 2024 to March 2025 can be found at Appendix I. 
RESOLVED to set the precept for 2024/2025 at £4200
Proposed by Councillor Toosey
Seconded by Councillor Harborne
Passed on a unanimous vote.

Clerk to look into £365.20 available for grass cutting from BDBC - Paul Bonner email. 


	87.23
	To agree the date of the Parish Council meetings in 2024. 
AGREED 
5th Feb 2024 		7.30pm		Ordinary Meeting 
13th May 2024	 	7pm 			AGM 
13th May 2024		7.30pm 		Ordinary meeting
7th October 2024	7.30pm 		Ordinary Meeting 
2nd December 2024	7.30pm		Ordinary Meeting (precept)

AGREED The next meeting will be on 5th February 2023 at 7.30pm at Stratfield Saye Village Hall. 


	88.23
	Resignation
Cllr Speed announced his resignation. 
Cllr Preston thanked Cllr Speed for his six years of excellent service and wished him well in the future. 


	89.23
	Closing.
The meeting was closed at 9pm by Cllr Preston.





STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL

APPENDIX A - 
Hampshire County Councillor report – Calleva Division November 2023
1. HCC budget reductions

I mentioned in my last report the steps that the county council are considering to ensure it can balance its budget going forward in the face of central government underfunding of local government. A final decision is to be made by the full county council at its meeting on 9 November. I will let you know next month about the decisions taken and further public consultations.

2. Update to Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan latest

Over the next two months, an update of the Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan is set to be considered by each of the five authorities that contribute to the plan (Hampshire County Council, New Forest National Park Authority, Portsmouth City Council, Southampton City Council and South Downs National Park Authority) to determine whether each authority agrees that further consultation can take place prior to the Plan being submitted to the Government’s Planning Inspectorate for examination. HCC’s decision will be made on 12 December.  Once approved by all authorities, an eight week consultation will be launched in January 2024. The responses to the consultation are then submitted together with the Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for scrutiny. The local policies contained within the Plan guide the decisions that each of the five minerals and waste planning authorities make when determining planning applications for minerals extraction or waste infrastructure and operations.
3. Consultation on proposed changes to school and post-16 transport

Proposed changes to Hampshire County Council’s School and Post-16 Transport Policies are the subject of two public consultations which run until Wednesday 6 December.

The proposals have been put forward to provide more flexible transport arrangements that better respond to children’s needs, demand and external market pressures, while bringing services in line with the latest statutory guidance from the DfE. The proposals are not part of a savings programme, and do not include any proposed changes to the eligibility criteria for School and Post-16 Transport. 

Details of the proposed changes and links to the consultation can be found at 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/Post-16-Transport-Policy-for-2024-25 and 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/schooltransport

4. County Council renews commitment to Hampshire’s Armed Forces

Hampshire County Council has underlined its commitment to the Armed Forces, by renewing its pledge that serving and veteran members of the Forces, and their families, are treated fairly and are not disadvantaged when accessing public services such as education and healthcare. Hampshire has a historic and long-standing close relationship with the Armed Forces and has military facilities from all three services. Some 72,000 households in Hampshire include someone who has served in the UK armed forces.
This is poignant in this month of Remembrance.

5. Useful links for power cuts and flooding

In the aftermath of Storm Ciaran, Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks have provided some useful links in the event of future power cuts.

Any loss of supply or damage to the electricity network can report by dialling 105. You can also obtain details of power cuts and restoration times on SSEN’s Power Track Website. Their website also contains advice and information on how to deal with a power cut and there is also a webchat service.

You can read advice online about how to prepare for flooding and check The Environment Agency web pages for updates relating to flood alerts for the area.
 
For assistance in the event of flooding call 0345 988 1188 or text 0345 602 6340.

6. Household Support Fund

Support from this fund has been provided to Hampshire households on 825,000 occasions since its launch two years ago. The £14.2m fund will run until March next year and has included support for community pantries and the provision of food vouchers. Details can be found at www.connect4communities.org

7. Reporting Highway Problems

A reminder of some useful links
 
Potholes: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/potholes
 
Tree/hedge problems: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/treehedge
 
Flooding/drainage issues: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
 
Pavement problems: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/paving
 
Problems with rights of way: https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem
 
When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference number for the report.  If you would like me to follow this up for you then do please forward that message to me and I will chase for you.
 
Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Fb.com/tellrhydian

Hampshire County Councillor report – Calleva Division December 2023

1. HCC budget reductions

Public consultations will now begin on the implementation of budget reductions approved by the County Council at its meeting in November, to reduce its £132m budget gap forecast by 2025/26. It identified that £90.4m could be generated through the savings proposals, of which £75m is expected to be delivered by 2025/26, leaving a forecast unmet budget gap of £57m in 2025/26.

Increases in fees, changes in how services are offered as well as more use of smart technology are planned as part of the budget-cutting measures. The council also said it would continue to use its reserves, which have dropped by £38m since 2021/22. As part of the plans, school crossing patrols would be removed from routes considered "safe" or where other pedestrian facilities could be installed in order to save £1.1m. All non-statutory local bus and community transport services would also be suspended. I will update you on the consultations as these get underway.

2. Schools

Hampshire parents and carers with children due to start school in Reception Year or move to Year 3 at a junior school next year, can now apply for their child’s school place for September 2024. School applications are open until 15 January 2024. Parents are being reminded to name three schools on their applications, to give them the best chance of being offered a place at one of their preferred schools.

Three Hampshire schools (located in Fleet, Chandlers Ford and Eastleigh) are set to benefit from greener energy following the approval of a scheme to install ground source heat pumps and provide low-carbon heating systems. The project is being financed from the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme and the council’s school buildings improvement budget.

The council is separately consulting on proposed changes to the admission arrangements for 2025/26 for community and voluntary controlled schools within its area. Check whether local schools are effected and how to respond, at https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/admission-arrangements25-26. The consultation will run until Friday 29 December 2023.
3. Roads

The County Council has secured a further £132 million for Hampshire over the next ten years to tackle the issue of potholes and invest in longer term, proactive road maintenance. A ten-year settlement allows the council to plan ahead carefully with more certainty, and to allocate and prioritise resources more effectively. The money will help to tackle the challenges of unprecedented demand, soaring inflation, and the impacts of heavy rain, flooding and sub-zero temperatures. The County Council has already allocated £22.5 million of its own money over the next three years to repair potholes and other defects and this is already helping to make our roads stronger ahead of another potentially difficult winter period.

4. Mini-forests

Thousands more trees are set to be planted across Hampshire as a permanent reminder of His Majesty King Charles III’s Coronation following a successful bid by the County Council for £100,000 from a national funding pot to mark the historic occasion.
 The national grant has been awarded from the Government’s Nature for Climate Fund via Defra’s Coronation Living Heritage Fund. The County Council has secured a £50,000 award for the establishment of Coronation micro-woods in urban areas – this applies techniques that enable dense woodlands, usually the size of a tennis court, to grow up to ten times faster than normal. Another £50,000 grant is available for Coronation Community Orchards. Groups or communities interested in planting a mini forest or orchard can contact the Hampshire Forest Partnership via its website. The Forest Partnership’s Coronation fund is open for projects that can be planted by March 2025.
 
Three mini-forests have been planted in Hampshire so far, in Havant, near Petersfield and in Hedge End. 

5. New HCC app

The County Council’s has launched its new mobile app, ‘OurHants’, which is available for Apple and Android mobile devices. The intent is to offer many online services through the app, beginning with the full range of County Council web pages, to allow residents to access all services.

It also contains new functionality to book appointments for Household Waste and Recycling Centres (HWRCs). Details can be saved to make future booking quicker and the app will allow people to see and manage their bookings in one place and will notify the user of any important updates about their booking. So why not give it a try?
 
OurHants - Get it on Google Play
OurHants - Download on the Apple App Store

6. Police

The Police and Crime Commissioner for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Donna Jones, is carrying out a consultation on her precept and priorities for the year ahead. The consultation closes on 10 December. You can find the survey here: https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90633344/Precept2024-25. You can also read Donna’s annual report here - https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Annual-Report-2023-Online-Version.pdf

7. Seasons greetings

December is here already, I’m not sure where the year has gone! I hope everyone has a great Christmas break and my best wishes for 2024.

[image: pasted-image.tiff]Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE



APPENDIX B - 
Hampshire County Councillor report – Support available from Hampshire County Council

Connect to Support Hampshire is an online resource for adults in Hampshire. Its aim is to help our residents stay independent.  You can find a whole range of local groups, activities and services within our community as well as care providers and other paid services that may help. www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk
For more information on Hampshire County Council’s adult care services, detailed information and advice visit: www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/adultsocialcare

Blue Badge Scheme: The quickest and easiest way to apply for a blue badge on Hampshire County Council’s website. If you don't have access to the internet, you can ask a family member, friend, or carer to assist you or apply on your behalf. 
www.hants.gov.uk/transport/parking/bluebadge/howtoapply

Meals on Wheels: From 1st October our Meals on Wheels service will be delivered by Health & Independent Living Support (HILS). To access this popular service call 0330 2000 103 (option 4) or visit www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/adultsocialcare/meals-on-wheels. Deliveries are made 365 days a year, between 11.15am and 2.15pm each day.

If you are concerned that a loved one or someone else you know, is or will be unable to feed themselves, you can contact Hampshire County Council on 0300 555 1386 who will assess them for eligibility for care support.

Community Transport formerly known as Dial-a-Ride and Call & Go, is a bookable door-to-door accessible transport service for individuals who:
· find it difficult to use or access public bus services or
· live more than 400 meters from an available bus service/stop or
· have no access to a car and there is no bus service when they need to travel
For any further queries, please contact the Community Transport and Contracts Team - email connecttransport@hants.gov.uk or phone 01962 846785 www.hants.gov.uk/transport/alternativetransport/communitytransport

Wheels to Work: If you are 16+ and you do not have access to your own private or public transport and you need to get to work, training, an apprenticeship or interview Wheels to Work is a fully taxed and insured moped loan scheme. For more information: Call 07896 212198 or  01425 205475 or Email: mopedloan@cfirst.org.uk

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan
Fb.com/tellrhydian




APPENDIX C - 
		
Email from the Planning Department of BDBC dated 17th November 2023 regarding an application to modify the Definitive Map of footpaths and byways in the village.

Dear all 
 
We have received a consultation from Hampshire County Council on an application that they have received to modify the Definitive Map. 
 
The Definitive Map and Statement are the legal record of public rights of way and more information can be found at this link
 
The definitive map and statement | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk)
 
The modification proposed is to add the following in Stratfield Saye Parish / Bramley Ward :
· 2 x Footpaths  
· 3 x Restricted Byways
 
I have attached a plan that shows the proposed new routes and the existing Public Rights of Way (provided by HCC).
 
If you have any comments on the proposal please can you respond by Monday 27th November 2023 and I will include in my response.
 
This is a link to the HCC web page that contains the detail of the application, the reference to use is 1404.
 
www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/definitivemap/registerofapplications
 
Please contact me if you would like to discuss.
 
Kind regards,
 
Patricia
 
Patricia Logie
Principal Planning Officer
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
Tel: 01256 845457
Patricia.Logie@basingstoke.gov.uk
www.basingstoke.gov.uk
 @BasingstokeGov   @BasingstokeGov








































APPENDIX D

Hampshire ALC Key Topic Note – Providing Financial Assistance to a Church 

[image: ]

Hampshire ALC Key Topic Note – Providing Financial Assistance to a Church

Hampshire ALC is of the opinion that parish and town councils have powers to provide financial contributions to their local church, but we recommend that the purposes of the grant are clearly specified and demonstrate a benefit to all or some of the community.

Examples of purposes

· General maintenance of the fabric of the church, but not the goods or ornaments within.
· General maintenance of the churchyard (open or closed)

The parish council does not have power to execute any works on the fabric of the church unless the church building could be regarded as a meeting place or a recreational facility but can contribute to costs of works.

Relevant Powers

· Local Government Act 1894, s. 6(1) (c)
This confirms the powers, duties and liabilities conferred on parish councils including the holding and management of parish property ‘not being property relating to affairs of the church or held for an ecclesiastical charity’.

AND

Local Government Act 1894, s.8 (k)
This gives the parish council the power to contribute to any works on the fabric of the church, but they do not have the power to execute the works.

· Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 9-12
A parish council can take a transfer or lease of or control of a burial ground and execute works or make payments towards such facilities.

· Local Government Act 1972, s.111, Subsidiary Powers
A parish council is a burial authority (s.214) and may do anything which is conducive to or ancillary to the discharge of its functions of providing for the disposal of the dead.

· Local Government Act 1972, s. 137 (1) (power to incur expenditure, for certain purpose not otherwise authorised)
Using this power, the parish council must demonstrate the funds will directly benefit the area, or to all or some of its inhabitants. The contribution must be commensurate with the benefit.


· Local Government Act 1972, s.137 (3) (power to contribute to charities)


Parochial Church Councils charged with the maintenance of churches and their churchyards are 		charities.

· Local Government Act 1972, s.214 (6) and (8) grants the power to contribute towards any expenses incurred by any other person in maintaining a cemetery (which includes a burial ground), which the inhabitants of the authority’s area may be buried.

Using this power, the parish council can contribute to the maintenance of an open churchyard to either improve the appearance of an unkempt churchyard or remove the financial burden of churchyard maintenance from the Parochial Church Council helping to improve the appearance of the church.

· Local Government Act 1972, s.215 sets out the duty to maintain a closed churchyard in the council’s area if requested to do so by a parochial church council.

Using this provision, the parish council must maintain a closed churchyard by keeping it in good order and its walls and fencing in good repair.

· Charities Act 2011, s.297
A parish council has wide powers to co-ordinate its functions with those of charities and co-ordination might include property transfers, payments or works.

· Localism Act 2011, s.1, General Power of Competence gives the power to do anything that any individual general may do.

This power is only available for those parish councils who have met the criteria and formally adopted the General Power of Competence. This should not override existing legislation.

Essential Resources

Legal Opinions and other guidance (Church of England Website)


This document reflects our advice based on our understanding of the current legislation and guidance and our knowledge of the sector. It is not however intended to be formal legal advice.

For more complex issues we are able to obtain initial specialist advice on legal, employment, financial and planning matters as part of your membership fee. Please contact us to access this service.



APPENDIX E - Payments made since last meeting

	FROM
	ITEM
	INVOICE No
	METHOD
	AMOUNT

	Berkshire Extinguisher
	Pavilion Fire Safety Inspection
	47974
	Bank Payment
	189.56

	Elan City
	Speeding Device
	SO UK03422
	Bank Payment
	2747.99

	HMRC
	VAT
	
	Bank Payment
	521.47

	Castle Water
	Pavillion
	
	Bank Payment
	3.94

	ICO
	Membership
	
	Direct Debit
	35.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	3497.96





Payments received since last meeting

	FROM
	ITEM
	METHOD
	AMOUNT

	BDBC
	Grant from councillors for SID
	Bank Payment
	1000.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	1000.00











APPENDIX F - Payments to be made before next meeting

	FROM
	ITEM
	INVOICE No
	METHOD
	AMOUNT

	Richard Gregory
	Grass
	12
	Bank Payment
	720

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	720






APPENDIX H - Bank Reconciliations

	BANK RECONCILLIATION FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2023
	
	

	
	
	

	LLOYD'S BANK BALANCE AS AT
	31/10/2023
	10,524.66

	MINUS UNREPRESENTED CHEQUES
	
	0

	
	
	10,524.66

	
	
	

	ADD INCOME NOT YET BANKED
	
	0

	TOTAL
	
	10,524.66

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	CASH BOOK RECONCILLIATION
	
	

	
	
	

	BALANCE PER CASH BOOK IS
	
	10,524.66

	DIFFERENCE EXCLUDING ADJUSTMENTS IS
	
	0

	UNRECONCILED DIFFERENCE IS 
	
	0

	
	
	







	BANK RECONCILLIATION FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMER 2023
	
	

	
	
	

	LLOYD'S BANK BALANCE AS AT
	30/11/2023
	11,485.72

	MINUS UNREPRESENTED CHEQUES
	
	0

	
	
	11,485.72

	
	
	

	ADD INCOME NOT YET BANKED
	
	0

	TOTAL
	
	11,485.72

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	CASH BOOK RECONCILLIATION
	
	

	
	
	

	BALANCE PER CASH BOOK IS
	
	11,485.72

	DIFFERENCE EXCLUDING ADJUSTMENTS IS
	
	0

	UNRECONCILED DIFFERENCE IS 
	
	0




APPENDIX I - Estimated Expenditure 2024/2025

	STRATFIELD SAYE ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE APRIL 2024 TO MARCH 2025
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Book prediction 1.4.24
	
	
	10,266.14
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	Actual costs 2022-23
	Budget 2023-24
	Estimate for 2024-25
	
	NOTE
	

	Electricity
	320
	600
	400
	
	Electricity might be used if work done to Rec
	

	Water
	67
	150
	165
	
	10% increase on last year
	

	Sewage
	0
	200
	200
	
	Toilets might be used if work carried out to Rec
	

	Fire Extinguisher Inspection
	72
	190
	210
	
	Actual figure paid + 10%
	

	Pest Control
	300
	300
	0
	
	Pest controller no longer charging us
	

	Grass cutting
	660
	720
	780
	
	Actual figure paid + 10%
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jubilee/Coronation Village party
	946
	2341.36
	1000
	
	D-Day celebrations?
	

	Hall hire
	134
	200
	160
	
	
	

	Expenses/postage
	8.33
	100
	25
	
	Reduced 75%
	

	Coffee Mornings
	0
	130
	130
	
	No change
	

	Chairman Allowance
	50
	50
	50
	
	No change
	

	Insurance
	913
	977
	1100
	
	Actual figure paid + 10%
	

	Internal auditor
	210
	215
	240
	
	Actual figure paid + 10%
	

	Vision ICT
	161
	500
	600
	
	20% increase on last year
	

	Subscriptions
	408
	263
	400
	
	To reflect amount paid in 22/23
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speeding measures (SID)
	0
	1120
	4057.77
	
	Charged by HCC for SID sites
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	9517.77
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	PLUS RECEIPTS
	
	
	Estimate for 2024-25
	
	
	

	VAT reclaim (estimate)
	
	
	550
	
	Elan City + Water bills + Vision ICT
	

	Precept 24/25
	
	
	3900
	
	Actual figure to be agreed by councillors
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	4450
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Book prediction 1.4.24
	
	
	10,266
	
	
	

	
	
	LESS
	9518
	
	
	

	
	
	ADD
	4450
	
	
	

	Cash Book prediction 31.3.25
	
	TOTAL
	5198
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HISTORY
	£
	+/-
	NOTE
	
	
	

	2020/2021 precept
	4130
	0
	
	
	
	

	2021/2022 precept
	4130
	0
	
	
	
	

	2022/2023 precept
	4130
	0
	
	
	
	

	2023/2024 precept
	3900
	(loss of £1323)
	
	
	
	

	2024/2025 precept
	3900
	(loss of £5068)
	Actual figure to be agreed by councillors
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