STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF
STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
Monday 2nd December 2024 at 7.30pm
in the Stratfield Saye Village Hall
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS
	
	In attendance
	Apologies
	Absent

	Cllr Hall
	
	R
	

	Cllr Harborne
	R
	
	

	Cllr Preston
	R
	
	

	Cllr Peck
	R
	
	

	Cllr Toms
	R
	
	

	Cllr Toosey
	R
	
	

	Cllr Wainwright
	R
	
	


 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Louise Webb (Clerk), Borough Councillor Tomblin, County Councillor Vaughan and 2 members of the public. 
 
	114.24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence.
Apologies were RECEIVED and accepted from Cllr Hall. 


	115.24
	To receive any declarations of interest relevant to items on the agenda.
Cllr Peck declared that he is employed by the Wellington Estate, although it was noted he does not have a personal interest in any matter. 


	116.24
	To sign as a correct record of the minutes of the Stratfield Saye Parish Council meeting held on 7th October 2024
APPROVED the minutes of the extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 7th October 2024 as a true record of the meeting. 


	117.24
	Public participation. 
Noting to report. 


	
	To receive reports from Borough Councillors. 

	118.24
	Cllr Tomblin reported that the ice skating rink is being repaired and should reopen in 3 months. 
More improvements in top of town, new bar etc. Free evening parking in BDBC car parks
Festival Place very busy but up for sale. Some prospective buyers. 
Potential bowling alley opposite Apple Store
Leisure Park development - Great Wolf are progressing their desire to come to the town. 
Last Cabinet meeting - introduced a fee reduction for those on benefits to have bulky waste items collected. 
Introducing food waste collections next year - initially weekly collections 
General waste changing to fortnightly collections. 
Manydown housing development is all signed off and work begins in January. It will include a new country park as well. 
Local Plan still on hold - guidelines expected after Christmas.


	
	To receive reports from County Councillors. 

	119.24
	Cllr Vaughan reported that HCC finances looking OK for next year – it is not bankrupt as it has £800million reserves.
Last Budget added £10million on to HCC National Insurance bill. 
Adult Social Care, homeschool buses all costing huge amount of money to budget requirements. Unobtainble amounts to pay.  
Government keen on devolution - helpful as allows HCC to control Hampshire money - especially for the NHS etc. 
With more control over finances it might create a different financial picture. 


	
	Clerk’s Report

	120.24
	Evening with BDBC Cllr Paul Harvey on Monday 16th December at 7.30pm at the Stratfield Saye Village Hall.  
It was NOTED that the Evening with BDBC Cllr Paul Harvey on Monday 16th December at 7.30pm at the Stratfield Saye Village Hall has been cancelled and will be rescheduled for 2025. 


	121.24
	To note that we are trying to organise some defibrillator training with Heart Start
It was NOTED that the Clerk is trying to organise extra training in 2025. The Fire Service can also help - Cllr Vaughan.


	122.24
	To confirm there is no update regarding the application to register new footpaths and byways in the village - email from BDBC Planning Department dated 17th November 2023.
NOTED that a decision from BDBC Planning Department is still awaited. 


	123.24
	To confirm that the boiler in the village hall has been removed from the Parish Council’s insurance policy. 
NOTED that the boiler in the village hall has been removed from the Parish Council’s insurance policy.


	124.24
	To note that our ICO membership has renewed.
It was NOTED that our ICO membership has renewed. 


	125.24
	To note that a BDBC consultation on spending is open. 
It was NOTED that a BDBC consultation on spending is open until 3rd Jan 2025. Details can be found here www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2025.


	126.24
	To confirm all decisions and actions taken under the Scheme of Delegation.  
It was AGREED that a list of decisions and actions taken under the Scheme of Delegation will be circulated after the meeting and approved at the next. 

	
	Parish Matters

	127.24
	To discuss and agree our future insurance provisions. Updated price from Gallaghers and their inspection requirements. 
It was AGREED to keep the policy coverage the same as making the suggested changes (set out in Appendix B in the minutes of the last meeting) will only save £20.  
It was NOTED the insurers require the bus stops and the pavilion to be visually inspected every week and physically inspected every month and a register must be kept. Cllr Peck to inspect the Faircross bus stop and the Clerk will cover the one on New Street and the pavilion. 
 

	128.24
	To discuss the ownership of and access to the Recreation Ground. 
Cllr Preston reported that the Commons Registration map shows part of the recreation ground is registered as common land. The PC does not own the entire recreation ground, as the section behind Oakridge, Leaside and Halstead and the tree lines are owned by the Estate. 
There is also a small parcel of unregistered land. We can register our ownership if we wish, but it is a cumbersome process. 
The new path covers both Estate land and our land and unregistered land. Estate is happy for the path to go on its land. 
Estate to give the PC a Licence to Occupy the land it owns behind the houses to regularise matters.


	129.24
	To discuss the new War Memorial and garden on the recreation ground following advice from the Planning Department. To note £1530 available in S.106 monies allocated to the recreation ground. Resolution to accept quote for the work. 
Pathway will go around the perimeter and a small garden to the RH side of the pavilion. Suggestions of a concrete table tennis outside. Clerk to speak to Beech Hill PC about theirs. 
It was AGREED the garden will be rotated to provide more privacy for the residents of Doublestones. Also creates a better flow for paths. 
It was NOTED the car park is going to stay the same size. The existing barrier between the car park and the grass will remain and a height restrictor will be installed. We will mark out the garden and ask neighbours to approve. 
County Cllr Vaughan suggested we invite the Bramley British Legion to the opening.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was NOTED work does not require permission under the Commons Act 2006.  BDBC Planning Department confirmed planning permission not required – work covered by permitted development. 
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Peck and seconded by Cllr Harborne that the s106 monies be spent on a height restrictor costing £3200 plus VAT. All agreed.


	130.24
	To discuss the removal of the shed and the bench at the recreation ground. Second bench on New Street also taped off. 
It was AGREED the Estate will remove the shed and bench from the recreation ground this week. Replace with recycled plastic bench.  


	131.24
	To discuss the tree survey carried out on the Recreation Ground
It was NOTED the trees on the perimeter will be inspected when the garden works are carried out. Cllr Peck to consider the Estate employing an expert. 


	132.24
	To discuss the possibility of a litter grant from BDBC. 
Clerk to chase Alan Tully of BDBC. Copy in Cllr Tomblin.  


	133.24
	To discuss a new defibrillator being installed at Granary Court.
Graham Best happy to proceed. 
Clerk to investigate funding of a new defibrillator. It was AGREED the cost of electricity to come from Parish Council funds. 


	134.24
	To discuss the broken memorial plaque on New Street.
Cllr Peck to report to Sovereign. No further action to be taken. 


	135.24
	To discuss and agree tasks for the Lengthsman. 
135.24.1  Removal of dredging from WEG pond. 
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Preston and seconded by Cllr Harborne to authorise payment of the lengthsman’s invoice. All agreed. 
It was NOTED Cllr Toosey has asked for a quote from the lengthsman to remove the debris from dredging WEG pond.  


	136.24
	To discuss the Thames Water pumping station at West End Green
Large amount of surface water around so they are still busy, but trying not to damage the verges. PC to monitor. It was AGREED Cllr Toms to contact Nick Walton CPRE North Hampshire Water Expert for advice.  


	137.24
	To discuss new governing documentation for the Parish Council and resolve on adoption of the same: -
137.24.1   Financial Regulations
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Toosey and seconded by Cllr Toms that payment for items may be made by BACS or CHAPS provided that the instructions for each payment are signed or approved by two councillors.  Payments must be reported to council as made. All agreed. 
Financial regulations to be reviewed again and adopted at next meeting. 


	
	Highways

	138.24
	To consider speed calming measures with HCC and/or resolution for the purchase of additional Speed Indicator Devices. 
Quote from HCC to renew the two 30mph roundels on the road by Goodchilds is £1100.78. Expenditure seems excessive so no further action to be taken. 


	
	Planning

	139.24
	To consider applications received and resolve on recommendations to be made on planning applications contained on the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council weekly lists (basingstoke.gov.uk)
It was AGREED that a list of decisions and actions taken under the Scheme of Delegation will be circulated after the meeting and approved at the next. 

The Silchester battery farm proposal and the ecological risks it causes were discussed. Clerk to submit additional comment to case officer. 

139.24.1    To discuss the car port at Wigmore Farm. 
Tenant has agreed to paint it. PC to write to him.  


	
	Finance

	140.24
	To note that our bank account with Lloyds Bank will be changed to a community account on 31st December 2024 
It was NOTED our bank account is being changed to a community account with a monthly maintenance fee of £4.25. 
Clerk unable to find a cheaper account. 
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Preston and seconded by Cllr Peck that there be no change to our banking arrangements and that the monthly maintenance fee be paid. All agreed.  


	141.24
	To note that our contract with SSE contract is coming to an end on 1st January 2025. To discuss and agree the terms of a new contract with SSE.
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Toosey and seconded by Cllr Peck that the clerk enters into a new contract with SSE on the following terms: -
24 months, standing charge 52p per day and electricity 24.57 p/kwh. 
All agreed. 


	142.24
	To confirm payments made and received since last meeting.
It was AGREED that a list of payments made and received since the last meeting will be circulated after the meeting and approved at the next. 

142.24.1  We have received £16,229.22 CIL money from BDBC. Resolution to transfer this money to a high interest savings account. To discuss and agree what to do with this money. 
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Preston and seconded by Cllr Wainwright that £16,229.22 will be transferred into an instant access account earning 1.8% pa. All in favour. 
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Toms and seconded by Cllr Wainwright to spend £4078.98 plus VAT for 2 more Speed Indicator Devices. 5 in favour 1 against. 
It was AGREED that the Royal British Legion Tommy statues would be paid for by the monies from BDBC Pride in Place Fund. £325 for a pair and lampost poppies are £150. 
Other suggestions for expenditure were: gates for entry points into the village  (but lots of entry points), new footpath signs, replace noticeboards, new fence around the car park of rec ground. 

	143.24
	To authorise any requests for payment due before the next meeting. 
It was AGREED to authorise the following payments: -
£45.60 to Cllr Preston for the cost of property searches 
£24 to Vision ICT for hosting our emails Feb 2025 – Jan 2026.  


	144.24
	To note the current financial situation and sign the Bank Reconciliations
It was AGREED that an update of the current financial situation and the bank reconciliations will be circulated after the meeting and approved at the next. 


	145.24
	To consider and agree the precept budget for 2025/2026. 
A precept estimate for 2025/2026 can be found at Appendix A.  
It was RESOLVED by Cllr Preston and seconded by Cllr Toosey that the 2025/2026 precept be set at £4300. Clerk to submit paperwork. 


	146.24
	To agree the date of the meetings in 2025: -
24th Feb 2025 	            7pm		Ordinary Meeting 
12th May 2025 	7pm 		AGM & Ordinary meeting	
6th October 2025	7pm 		Ordinary Meeting 
1st December 2025	7pm		Ordinary Meeting

All meetings to start at 7pm. 


	147.24
	Closing. 
Cllr Peck closed the meeting at 9.25pm 





 
STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL
 
APPENDIX A – Precept estimate for 2025/2026

